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DURHAM 
NORTH CAROLINA 
ffec~ool a£ ~nfu 
<D!fiu uf z(ihrurimt 
!{l'f'lij tu ~'ln~~r,.igmw September 23, 1939. 
Y.r. Dillard s. Gardner, Librarian 
Supreme Court Library 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Dear Gardner: 
As you probably know, the .American Association of Law Libraries 
at its July meeting ad.opted recom.~endations for changes i n the 
constitution and by-laws so as to provide specifically for the creation 
of chapters. In view of the fact that our group was the first local 
group to be organized, it seems to me that it would be a splendid thing 
for us to become the first chapter and I am inclined to believe that if 
we took such a step it would set an example that would be followed in 
other sections of the country. While I am inclined to believe that most 
of our local members would be in favor of our affiliation with the national 
a.ssociation as a chapter, I have wanted to get your reaction before dis-
C!Ussing the ma.tter,even with members of the Duke staff, but I have mentioned 
the matter to Miss Elliott and I know that she is very much in favor of 
our taking this step. 
If you are not familiar with the provisiowadopted by the .American 
Association of Law Libraries, you will find them in the Report of the 
Committee on the Expansion Plan ap oearing in the May, 1939 1 issue of the 
Law Library Journal at pages 147 and 148. In going over the requirements 
as there set forth I do not discover any technical difficulty except the 
urovision that reouires that the president of the chapter must be a 
ember of the national association, and in this connection I note that 
your name does not ap oear on the last printed list of members, nor do I 
find your library listed therein. If this is still the situation and you 
favor our becoming a chapter, I wonder if you could arrange to take out a 
membership yourself, or better still, to bring in your library as an in-
stitutional member. It seems to me that you would be fully justified. in 
taking this latter step as a very considerable number of the larger law 
libraries have now become institutional members. As you no doubt know, 
this would automatically make you and the members of your staff members 
of the national association. 
While I am not at all certain that the requiremen~ for chapters as 
established are ideal in every respect, I do know, because of my participa-
tion in the committee work, that they are the result of extended corres-
pondence requiring a considerable amount of compromise among the members 
of the committee. The provisions as recommended were also subjected to 
a quite critical discussion when these 9rovisions were brought before the 
meeting in July and they seemed to represent a compromise between contending 
views. 
,H,2. . Ur. Gardner 
However, one thing seems perfectly clear to me, namely, that we 
would not be hindered in our local work in the slightest, for our local 
program would be virtually autonomous. We would quite definitely benefit 
by a modest amount of revenue received from the national association and 
from a certain amount of prestige which might on occasion be valuable. 
Personally, I feel that as specialized a group as that of ,,hich t e law 
librarians are members should not be permitted to fritter its energies 
through. the maintenance of numerous fully independent local organizations, 
for we will be mu.ch the gainers by working out our local problems through 
the activities of members in the vicinity who are, nevertheless, in touch 
with what is going on else~here and are actively concerned in solving 
some of the oroblems hich are of interest to all. 
If you do favor affirmative action by our own local group and see 
no serious obstacles to proceeding forthwith, I will of course be glad to 
hear from you to that effect, a.nd will be glad to do what I can in a 
preliminary way if you wish to have this question raised at the next meeting, 
but I want to make it perfectly clear that this is a matter upon which I 
think we should be virtually unanimous and I do not favor talcing any definite 
steps until we feel that way. There is of course a great deal we can do 
without talcing any definite stand on this matter. 
I recently had a conversation with .Alston Stubbs of Durham am he told 
me that he had been appointed on a committee to study bar libraries by the 
President of the voluntary bar association. From this I gather that both 
groups are now to this extent interested in the subject. Your efforts 
should, therefore, bear some fruit at least. I am inclined to think that 
Stubbs is a very good man to contact in connection with what we are trying 
to do as he is both interested and energetic. From him I got the impression 
that he felt rather hopeful about constructive results in the long run, 
although. he is quite aware of the many difficulties involved. 
I hope you have had a very pleasant summer. I em looking forward 
to seeing you again. 
Sincerely, 
WRR:W 
